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Scheduled Meetings, Work Parties, and Sales 2009 

 

     

 

      

May 30      10:00 am             Bamboo Auction 

     10:45 am             Bamboo Sale Opens 

     12:00 noon          Board Meeting 

June 20      10:00 am 

       2:00 pm 

     Meeting at Theo Smith’s House 

     Board Meeting 

July 18      10:00 am      TBD 

August 15      10:00 am      Meeting at Mildred Mathias Botanic Garden, UCLA 

September 19      10:00 am      Meeting at the San Diego Zoo 

October 10      10:30 am 

       2:00 pm 

     Bamboo Sale TBD 

     Board Meeting 

November       TBD      Beer Brewing Demo/Crafts/Japanese Fence Making/Dancers 

December       No Meeting Scheduled 

Figure 1 

              

Quail Bamboo Sale Returns 

 

     ABS SoCal and the Palm Society of Southern 

California will be having a spring plant sale 30 May 

2009 featuring rare bamboos, cycads and palms. 

This is the first bamboo sale we have been able to 

have at Quail in several years and has been eagerly 

awaited by both members and the public.  Show 

your bamboo newsletter for free admission.   Some 

varieties of bamboo found at this sale cannot be 

purchased anywhere else in the US. Bamboo crafts 

and products will also be available. The sale starts 

at 10:00 am in the main parking lot. Bamboo 

vendors please contact Cliff Sussman by 15 May 

2009 if you wish to sell at this event: (909) 599- 

9921. 

 

 

 

 

EBS-Germany 20

th

 Anniversary  

 

     ABS-SoCal received a letter of invitation from 

President Gerhard Sieber of the German section of 

the European Bamboo Society to their 20

th

 

anniversary celebration.  This will be held at the 

Castle of Dyck, 41363 Jüchen (near Neuss) on 

August 29 and 30, 2009, beginning at 10:00 am.  

For more information please see www.bambus-

deutschland.de . 

 

VIII World Bamboo Congress in Thailand 

 

     18

TH

 SEPTEMBER 2009 : THE WORLD 

BAMBOO DAY 

16-19 SEPTEMBER VIII World Bamboo Congress 

in Thailand 

Please join me for this fabulous conference in 

Bangkok this summer! This will be an opportunity 

to meet the heavyweights of the bamboo world and 
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see some really great plants too. The theme of the 

Congress is: Bamboo, The Environment and 

Climate Change 

Cliff Sussman MD 

President ABS SoCal 

Director ABS 

 www.worldbamboocongress.org 

 

Announcement from the office of the World 

Bamboo Organization. 

     A letter of introduction to our bamboo friends 

around the world, with our greatest respect: 

The World Bamboo Organization (WBO) is 

dedicated to promoting the use of bamboo and 

bamboo products for the sake of the environment 

and the economy. We play a crucial networking role 

by connecting people for useful collaborations on 

all things related to bamboo. 

     We are very excited by the great opportunity to 

organize the VIII World Bamboo Congress in 

Thailand in September, 2009. The dates will be set 

for 16-19 September, which coincides with the 

113th Anniversary of the Royal Forest Department 

on the 18th of September to be celebrated as 

“World Bamboo Day”. This truly unique 

conference is the culmination of our efforts to 

physically unite bamboo enthusiasts and 

professionals from all over the world and especially 

throughout Thailand and south-east Asia. Since its 

inception in Puerto Rico in 1984, each World 

Bamboo Congress has convened a vast array of 

individuals, institutions, businesses, and decision 

makers, and has created new partnerships that have 

made a real difference for the environment and 

human communities around the world. The WBC in 

Thailand promises to be the most ambitious 

international bamboo event ever. It will be 

uniquely informative, educational, culturally and 

intellectually challenging. The event will highlight 

the state-of-the-art in bamboo science, technology 

and industry. It will be a forum to stimulate the 

dialog between researchers, entrepreneurs, 

industrialists, ecologists, and policy makers. It will 

help bridge the gap between supply and demand, 

need and fulfillment, producer and consumer, 

problem and solution. As we all know, the world 

suffers amidst a difficult economic downturn, yet 

we must continue to work together to mend 

environmental degradation and improve networking 

to insure a better future for people and for bamboo.      

The cancellation of the planned VIII WBC to be 

held in Rio de Janeiro in 2007 was not just a huge 

disappointment, but also proof that the bamboo 

community needs serious attention. Failure to 

capture sufficient funding means countries - not 

only corporate businesses - involved in bamboo 

business get left behind in the competition for a 

piece of the global market. 

     Therefore, we emphasize that this World 

Bamboo Congress needs true collaboration of all 

entities serious about elevating the great potential of 

bamboo, those who believe it to be a real answer to 

the world’s current environmental challenges and 

economic necessities. Sponsorships will need to 

come from individual commitments, institutions 

that can provide in-kind support, and from bamboo 

friends around the world. We thank you in advance 

for joining our efforts for bamboo and being a 

significant part of the VIII WBC and looking 

forward to meet you all at Bangkok. 

Sincerely, 

Susanne Lucas 

Kamesh Salam 

Chief Executive Officer, WBO President, WBO 

Our History: 

2004 World Bamboo Congress 

India / Host: Government of India 

1998 International Bamboo Congress & Workshop 

Costa Rica / Host: Fundacion Bambu 

1995 International Bamboo Congress & Workshop 

Indonesia / Host: Environmental Bamboo 

Foundation 

1992 International Bamboo Congress 

Japan / Host: National Government of Japan 

1991 International Bamboo Workshop 

Thailand / Host: INBAR 

1988 International Bamboo Congress 

France / Host: European Bamboo Society 

1984 International Bamboo Congress 

Puerto Rico / Host: American Bamboo Society 
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Tour of the Huntington Gardens and Library 

by Cliff Sussman 

 

     A good time was had by one and all. It was a 

beautiful spring day 18 April 2009 with sun, a light 

breeze and the Gardens were packed with visitors.  

 

Figure 2  Entrance 

 

     We started off with the Tropical slope looking at 

the very large specimen of Bambusa beecheyana 

planted in the lawn. This is their pride and joy. It 

really gives visitors an idea what a large bamboo 

can look like with 6 inch x 60 foot culms rising 

above a 20 foot diameter clump. 

 

Figure 3  Bambusa beecheyana 

  

 

Further along was a large clump of B. oldhamii 

which is emerging from the tree tops. Next to that is 

a large and failing clump of Dendrocalamus 

“asper” (It is not, but we won’t have that argument 

here… ) which has many browning culms and not 

much leaves. The plant appears to have grown out 

of the ground and is struggling for light. Maybe a 

heap of new soil, water and fertilizer will help. 

Nearby was a very nice cluster of Otatea acuminata 

arching over the lawn and against a backdrop of 

dark green trees.  My first exposure to this gorgeous 

Mexican species was this planting. It is situated as I 

have seen it in Puerto Vallarta area - emerging from 

shrubs and trees at an intercline (ecological 

boundary) between oak and pine forests. 

 

Figure 4  Otatea acuminata (center) 

 

   

Figure 5  G. apus (front), Ch. pittieri (back)  


